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Message from the Minister 
 

 

Trembling and bewildered, the women went out  
and fled from the tomb! 

Mark 16: 8 
 
 

 
 
There is much in the saying;’ familiarity breeds contempt’. The things we 
are overly familiar with we tend to just accept without much critical scrutiny. 
I often think this is the case with our Christian festivals of Christmas and 
Easter. After decades of celebrating them what else is there to think or say! 
 
This Lent I have used our reading plan and have been reading through 
Mark’s Gospel. If you, like me have use the Church’s NIV Bible you will 
notice if you skip ahead, the small print after Mark 16: 8 ‘The most reliable 
early manuscripts and other ancient witnesses do not have Mark 16: 9-20’. 
The earliest manuscripts of the Bible have Mark finishing with: ‘Trembling 
and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb’. So there is 
no meeting with the risen Christ, no Jesus standing in the upper room and 
showing His hands to an un-believing Thomas; no Jesus meeting Peter 
et.al at the lake side after a night fishing. Most biblical scholars believe that 
Mark was the earliest written record of events that took place! Now it is also 
clear that the early Church did not leave it there and fairly soon verses 9-19 
were added to Mark’s Gospel - ‘He appeared first to Mary Magdalene’ and 
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‘and afterwards Jesus appeared to…’. Early Christians obviously felt there 
was more to say. 
 
Maybe a new (ish) way for us to reflect on Easter 2019 is to think what if…., 
what if we only had Mark’s Gospel and that Gospel finished at chapter 16 
verse 8 and with the word ‘trembling’. There is a rich strand within the Bible 
that talks about the fear of the Lord being the beginning of wisdom. Moses 
is commanded to take of his shoes because he is standing on Holy ground 
when seeing the burning bush. Ezekiel when called by God prostrates 
himself before God when he saw what ‘seemed to be the appearance of 
the likeness of the glory of God’ (Ezekiel 1: 28). It is right to reflect upon 
that God is far greater than anything we can imagine.   
 
In the same vein bewilderment is a good word to describe what God is up 
to sometimes. I do wonder if we would have got to the resurrection even 
without Mark 16: 9-20. The whole of scripture seems to lead up to Easter 
Sunday and Jesus’ resurrection! As we meet within its pages a God who 
loved us so much he was willing to come and die for us. Resurrection talks 
about a God of love who conquers death and offers new life to all. 
 

Every Easter Blessing 
 

Gert 
 

 
 
 

Words of Inspiration   
 
After many years Ken Cotterill has reluctantly decided that he cannot 
continue to prepare the Words of Inspiration which have been included in 
the monthly magazine for many, many years. The editor would like to thank 
Ken for his contributions over this time. 
 
 
 

April 2019 
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News of the Fellowship 
 
Please remember in your prayers the family and friends of Ron Ryder 
who died recently, Ron and Betty have a very long connection with LBC 
and will be remembered by many. 

Many members and friends have been in hospital or receiving treatment 
recently and we remember them and all who care for them. 

Maralyn Speight now at home, Hilary Ketton and Pat  Maisch receiving 
treatment. John Evans recovering from a serious leg infection. Doris 
Jacobs who is home after having a stent fitted and an extended hospital 
stay. Lola Tait (Moyra’s great grand-daughter)  who has recently had a 
spine straightening operation. Lucy Haynes who is awaiting rehabilitation 
from hospital and Alan and Chris Berry, Alan has had a short hospital stay 
recently. 

 
Thank you 

Audrey O’Connor wishes to express her thanks and much appreciation for 
all the cards, flowers, telephone calls, messages and visits following her left 
foot toes operation on Friday 8th March. 

Audrey is making very good progress with her recovery and is hoping to 
rejoin the congregation soon. It is so encouraging to have received so 
much support. 

With thanks 
Audrey and Richard 

 
 
 

Do you enjoy singing or can you play an instrument? 
If so, the Music Group would be pleased to welcome you.  We are planning 
to hold a workshop after Easter, this will be preceded by either a lunch out 
or a faith lunch and will be held on a Sunday. 
If you think that is something you may enjoy please speak to one of the 
Music Group members. 
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Prayer Guardians 
  
We are looking for volunteers who are willing to be paired up with a child 
from within our church family who they can then regularly pray for and 
maintain contact with throughout the year.  

This contact does not have to be face to face, may be a greetings card at 
birthdays and Christmas or a note of encouragement now and again. To 
become acquainted with the child and to pray effectively, the prayer 
guardian will be given bi-annual updates which will highlight the child’s 
interests, their strengths, weaknesses, joys and concerns.  

If you are interested in becoming a prayer guardian please contact Vicky 
Edwards, email: vickyewads@hotmail.com or phone: 07557023383 

 
Lunchtime Concert 

 
The March concert turned out to be quite excellent with a packed audience 
and almost a record donation collection. Thank goodness for outside 
support because there were very few members present. 

On 16th April it will take the form of a tribute to Paolo Tosti perhaps the 
greatest of the composers of Neapolitan Songs, many of which are still 
favourites of the light music radio programmes. They will be sung by 
Lyndon Gardner, accompanied by Anthony Wilson, who together have 
been making a recording of them. 

David Gabe 
  

Holiday @ Home 2019 
 
Plans are underway for this holiday week. It will be held from Monday July 
15th to Sunday July 21st 
There will be Outings, Food, Entertainment in the programme. All Senior 
Friends (over 60) are invited to take part in what promises to be a week of 
fun, friendship and fellowship. 
Please keep the dates: Monday July 15th, Wednesday July 17th, Friday 19th 
and Sunday July 21st . More information soon. 
 

mailto:vickyewads@hotmail.com
mailto:vickyewads@hotmail.com
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Christian Aid Week 2019 
‘All mums should live’ 

 
Tenneh’s story 
Tenneh plays with her precious baby Ansumana. She blows raspberries 
on his belly. Lifting her baby up high she beams with joy. Tenneh gave 
birth to Ansumana three months ago. Thankfully, he’s a happy, bouncy 
baby. But Tenneh has lost and loved another baby before. When 
Tenneh’s labour started during her first pregnancy, there was no health 
centre in the village. Her mum took her to a traditional birth attendant. 
For the two days of her labour, Tenneh was in agony. She fell 
unconscious and was bleeding heavily. With very little medical training, 
the birth attendant was way out of her depth. In the days and months 
after her labour, Tenneh felt very weak and her baby wouldn’t 
breastfeed. Tragically, her baby died when he was three months old. 
‘That day I will never forget,’ she recalls. ‘I felt sick like I’ve never been 
sick before. If God would not have saved me, I would not be alive 
today.’  
 
New hope 
Through our partner RADA (Rehabilitation and Development Agency), 
Christian Aid saw how difficult the situation in Sawula village, Sierra Leone 
was and began working to ensure that mums and babies have fullness of 
life.  
 
RADA has been working locally to help vulnerable women access 
healthcare, improve hygiene with simple interventions like handwashing 
and, with your support, build a bigger, better health care centre. 
 
Thankfully, when Tenneh was pregnant a second time, things had changed 
for good. This time, she had Nurse Judith by her side. With her expert love 
and care, Judith helped Tenneh deliver her baby safely.  
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Tenneh said: ‘During my second labour, I was scared. But Nurse Judith 
was with me, assuring me of everything. When I delivered, I felt so good.’ 
‘With the coming of Judith, so many lives have changed,’ Tenneh continued. 
‘We know that with Judith, as long as we see the light at the end of the 
tunnel, we’ll be OK.’ 
 

Thanks to Nurse Judith and the medical training you helped provide, 
Tenneh could hold her beautiful baby boy in her arms. 
 
A health centre for all 
The community in Sawula dream of having a health centre that can meet 
their needs. The current health centre is the size of a small bedroom. 
Operations, deliveries and baby check-ups all happen in one single room 
with only two delivery beds.  

Nurse Judith works around the clock to meet the needs of mums and young 
children who come to the clinic. But the need is great, and sometimes she’s 
forced to send people away.  

When women come to the clinic at night, there’s no light for Judith to use. 
So she has to ask her patients to bring a torch to see by.  

In addition to this, there are often not enough drugs at the clinic. Judith 
sees diseases like malaria and typhoid, especially in children. She has to 
go on a motorbike or sometimes walk for three hours to collect drugs.  

‘I need help,’ Nurse Judith says. ‘Women are dying from childbirth, children 
under five are dying, because of poverty. Please help us.’ 

For Tenneh, and many mums like her, a new health centre would be like a 
dream come true:  

‘We’ll dance for three days when we have the new health centre,’ she says. 
 

How you can help 
With your support today, we could work alongside Judith’s community to 
build a bigger, better health centre to help more mums like Tenneh give 
birth safely.  
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Christian Aid Week brings Christians together with a common purpose to 
achieve something incredible.  
 
Can our church community come together and once again raise thousands 
of pounds this Christian Aid Week 2019?  
 
A gift of £300 could provide a delivery bed for a new health centre giving 
mums a safe place to deliver their babies.  
They need our support now, more than ever. 
 
With every envelope, every sponsorship, every Teddy Bear Drop, every 
click. every one of us can help deliver babies safely. 
 
 

A prayer from Psalm 139  

Searching God, who knit us together in our mothers’ wombs,  

who saw us before we were fully formed,  

who made us fearfully and wonderfully,  

who knows that when cut we all bleed red.  

Hold fast and lead all those seeking support,  

hem in their lives behind and before,  

and knit us together as brother and sisters, 

give us a glimpse of the wonderful friendships yet to be formed.  

Search us, O God, and know all our hearts;  

test us and know our society’s thoughts.  

See if there are any hurtful ways in us  

and lead us all in the way everlasting.  

So help us, God, Amen. 
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The Loughborough Christian Aid Committee has a busy week of activities 
planned. Do join in in any way that you can. 
 
Saturday 11th May - Sponsored Walks 
As last year the walks will all start from Outwoods Edge School LE11 
2LD at 10.30am, please arrive by 10.10am to register. 
1. 12km marshalled walk (option of an extra 1.5k loop before lunch) 
2. 7km option to return on the minibus from Woodhouse Eaves 
3. Run the route or devise your own variation   

 
There is the Treasure Bag activity available for children when they register, 
whichever walk they do. 
Sponsor forms and information are now available - see Pauline Anderson 
 
Sunday 12th May  
A Special Service for Christian Aid-come and learn a bit more about where 
your fundraising has led in the past. 
 
House to House collection all week throughout Loughborough 
Always more volunteers needed.  
Please speak to Stan, Lilian or Pauline if you can help. 
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Mon 13th May  
Little and Rising Stars will be making a parachute for their teddy and 
making a donation to Christian Aid when their brave teddy parachute jumps 
from the Church balcony. 
 
Friday 17th May  
We are collecting at the Loughborough Leisure Centre. Do offer an hour 
slot at some time during the day. 
  
Friday 17th May  
Super Stars will also do the ‘Teddy Parachute Challenge’ and EXTRAs will 
choose a toy to take part in the ‘Parachute Challenge’. 

 
Sat 18th May  
Combined Scoot for a Hoot and Coffee Morning at LBC 10-12noon. This 
year we are opening up the Scoot for a Hoot to all ages on mobility 
scooters, children’s bikes or scooters, wheelchairs and walkers. There will 
be a wheelchair available for those wanting to join in. This event will take 
place inside if wet, in the Church Forecourt if dry. Offers of cakes and 
produce to sell gratefully received. See Pauline, Gareth or Thomas for your 
sponsor form and details. 
 
Sunday 19th May  
Agape Lunch at 12.30 at the URC in Fredrick Street. Eat simply, remember 
the poor and give generously. 

Many thanks for your support, Pauline Anderson, LBC Rep. 
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Marianne 
 
I was born in Leicester, I had a very happy childhood, we didn't go to 
church much apart from maybe Easter and the Christingle services. 
  
I took myself to Church at the age of 12 for a few weeks while I was going 
through a bad patch at school and I remember thinking God had really 
helped me.  
  
By the time I was 18 I had met Adam. We were going to live together and 
have a family but decided to get married first. We bought a house and 
spent a year doing it up making it lovely, we had booked the wedding 
venue and made wedding lists, and I wanted a church wedding. We went to 
Adams church and this is when I realised for the first time I did not know 
God! 
  
I was just praying to God during the service, when he showed up! I couldn’t 
tell Adam he was marrying a crazy lady who felt God had just visited her! 
What did this mean? why had he showed up now and not before? What did 
he want? I couldn’t talk to my friends; so I spoke to my sister! She 
encouraged me to talk to Adam and I did, he didn’t even think it was that 
strange. He had been bought up in this church and had heard of the Holy 
Spirit. 
  
I cannot even begin to tell you how blessed I felt unwrapping my presents 
the day after our wedding and we moved in to our newly decorated house 
full of lovely new things. 
  
We started going to church more regularly. 
I became pregnant a year after we married, and after the first scan, 
received a phone call with disturbing news that my blood test results had 
come back very high risk and my child could have difficulties.  I just went 
into floods of tears, I found it hard to pray as I felt I didn’t know who God 
was, and I was scared! But now I was asking him to come and help me, 
why would he? I still prayed and found comfort in the church praying for 
me. My Son James was born without complications PRAISE GOD!!! 
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A year later I was pregnant again, Jessica was born. She looked beautiful, 
but the doctors told me she would need an operation.  As I held her in my 
arms I prayed to god to heal her, but this time full of remorse, as I felt I 
hadn’t carried out all I had said I would do, if James was in good health, in 
fact I looked back on my life at so many promises I had made and not kept 
and when he had shown himself to me I pushed him away. 
That’s when God showed up again, so strong was the feeling that nothing 
can ever compare or deter me from believing that God exists!!! I didn’t 
know at that point if he had healed her or not but it didn’t matter, I was filled 
with peace, I knew that god existed. I knew he loved me and my baby, he 
forgave me for everything and I was going to be ok! He loved my baby 
more than I ever could and he would look after her here or in heaven. 
  
I made no more promises to God but said I would find out more about who 
he was so I joined a group who looked at the Bible together. I even 
managed to read the Bible out loud. This was a miracle as I had always 
found reading very hard. 
  
Soon after I was baptised!   
No turning back now, I knew who God was, and I knew I had a great 
journey ahead of me, as I was going to do all I could to share God’s love 
with family friends and community.   The rest is history… I got involved in a 
mum and baby group, Sunday School, Puppet mission, Holiday club, I 
became a deacon and helped with a Youth group.  
 
I had another child, Ben and I became a childminder. I began to organise 
events like:  
Donkey day! We had a family day out at Coombe Abbey where my 
children paid for donkey rides. I asked the man if he did other events and 
would he be interested in coming to our church on Palm Sunday. I wrote a 
proposal to the Deacons and Donkey Day was born however it was 
decided Saturday would be a better day. I thought it would be nice to hand 
out hot cross buns, story telling, crafts, and a prayer tent. It was a great 
success and has grown year on year. And requires lots of volunteers to 
make it work. 
        
Light party, we joined with another church who ran a light party it was a 
fantastic glow themed party and was great fun but when inviting friends and 
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people nobody seemed to want to come they all wanted to dress up for 
Halloween and didn’t see the problem with it. I prayed about this and came 
up with the idea of Spark in the dark! 
        
Spark in the dark is about meeting people where they are, it is not an 
alternative to Halloween but a shining in the darkness. The aim is to talk to 
people who do not normally come to church, but who are walking about our 
area on Halloween looking for free treats, and what better time to talk about 
the free gift of Jesus, when people are in the mood to receive. Our team of 
volunteers arrive at 3 o’clock to set up tents, tables and lighting. We then 
set up craft activities including pumpkin carving, glowing cross. We have 
had all sorts of activities over the last three years including kites, bats, 
bracelets, spinners and cakes. most crafts have a bible verse attached. 
Including pumpkin prayers. We have a prayer tent offering to pray for 
people, they can light a candle or write a prayer. They also were handing 
out bags of hope with Bible stories in and glowing bracelets. This year the 
food stall handed out 160 hotdogs, lots of hot chocolates, teas and coffees. 
65 pumpkins were carved and hundreds of crafts and marshmallows 
dipped in chocolate and decorated. The prayer tent group was very pleased 
with the conversations that they had, and the openness of people to pray 
when asked. Overall it is a fantastic evening well attended by non-church 
families. 
  
I really enjoy meeting new people finding out about them and introducing 
them to Jesus.  
 

I look forward to seeing how God will lead me in Loughborough. 
God is amazing! 

  
Marianne 

 
 

Quiet Reflections 
Be alert; Stand firm in the faith, be valiant and strong. 

Let all you do be done in love. 

1 Corinthians 16: 13,14 
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Loughborough Community Relations 
 
The calamity in New Zealand of 50 people being shot dead in two 
Christchurch Mosques highlights the importance of good community 
relations between people which includes a protective barrier against 
terrorism . Partly to this end in Loughborough we have an active Equality 
Action Charity which this year is celebrating 50 years of service for the local 
community. Over the years Equality Action has been supported by our 
Church. 
 
In their Spring Newsletter they highlight a number of local activities  
including a talk on “Radical Awareness for Parents” which will cover the 
dangers of children being radicalised. This is in addition to their regular 
activities such as the Improving Lives Café and the weekly Positive Minds 
Group which is making links with local support groups, agencies and 
individuals to raise awareness and addressing mental health issues.  The 
charity participates in Picnic in the Park (June 8th) and the Loughborough 
Mela (11th August). Church members will particularly know them as the 
organisers for the Pilgrimage of Prayer held  on an evening in October for 
which town churches, mosques and temples welcome visitors from all faiths 
and none.  
 
The Annual Meeting of Equality Action will be at John Storer House on 
Wednesday 3rd July, 7.30 p.m. 
 
Contact details: Equality Action, 66, Nottingham Road, LE11 1EU, 
Tel:01509 261651 and their website www.equalityaction.org.uk. 
 

Stan Cramer 
 
 
 
PLEA TO READERS: 
CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOME OTHERWISE THE MAGAZINE WILL 
SHRINK TO JUST A FEW PAGES! 
Just a thought from a supporter of your efforts. 
  

tel:01509
tel:01509
http://www.equality/
http://www.equality/
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Hymn Writers in our Congregation 
 
A hymn of Praise written by the late Charles Pennock                                              
to be sung to the tune Quem Pastores. 
  

Praise the Lord of all creation 

Sing aloud to every nation. 

Let us sing with jubilation 

Let the earth resound with Praise. 

  

We, Thy children all are singing 

O’er the earth our praise is ringing. 

To Thy throne we all are bringing 

Praise and glory evermore. 

  

Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour 

Fill us with Thy grace and favour 
That we may to Thee for ever 

Glorify Thy gracious name. 

  

Now to Him enthroned in splendour 

All our praise to Him we render, 

And to Him our hearts surrender 

Let us serve Him evermore. 
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Food for Everyone! 
 
For several years now people who come along to the church to worship 
and share fellowship have given generously of food for those who have 
little or nothing. Most of the food that is given is distributed by Exaireo,       
a Christian charity for the homeless, as they are best placed to know who is 
in real need. Sometimes people come to the church who are obviously in 
need and parcels are given to them. When we have a plentiful supply of 
food we are able to give some to the Bridge who include this food in their 
food parcels. Our Lunch Break also gives a certain number of free meals – 
a sandwich and a cake - to those sent from the Bridge. Christmas sees us 
using some of the money given to buy a Christmas Lunch for those who 
otherwise would have no food and nowhere to go; similarly at Easter we try 
to specially help those who are alone and without food. 
 
During Lent we are being encouraged to give items of food each week to 
help those in need. A box will be available in the foyer each Sunday. 

Margaret  
 

 
 
 

MONDAY NIGHTERS 
 

On Monday 1st April our speaker will be Eleri Bristow  "Hope and Homes 
for children" and on Monday 15th April our theme will be "Easter" with Rev. 
David Butcher.  
 
We will not meet on Monday 6th May as this is a Bank Holiday. 
 
We have a Coffee Morning arranged for Saturday 13th April, and any offers 
of help would be welcome. 
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Baptist Women’s Fellowship 
 
February 19th   Memories of Old Loughborough 
A members’ afternoon where we shared personal memories of the town 
when we were younger. Homes and buildings no longer there, changing 
names of pubs, streets much as they were. Pam took us back to 1917 
when the Willett family bought a pub in Barrow Street for just under £40 
including all fittings, fixtures and some stock. We recalled that area and the 
big changes there: an interesting afternoon. 
February 26th Eileen Newton brought a ‘Jar of Hearts’ Out of the jar she 
took eight paper hearts and laid them out on the table. We think of the heart 
as the seat of our emotions and each heart bore an emotion that is part of 
our lives. Eileen spoke of their meaning and quoted references from the 
Bible applicable to each, giving thanks to God for our opportunities to 
experience them. She gave us each a small card with the words ‘Love one 
another’ – 1 Peter 1: 22. 
March 5th Annual General Meeting 
A few statistics re membership; a financial statement. The chance to look 
back on 2018 and its highlights and forward to 2019. No changes in the 
committee and other jobs. Thanks expressed to everyone involved in the 
running of the group, and to all members for their support. 
March 12th The First Tuesday in Lent. David Butcher brought us stories 
of the women followers of Jesus and the references found in the New 
Testament. Many women were unnamed, but some were, and supported 
his mission as they travelled round. David told us the background of the 
named ones, those who followed to the cross and those who were the first 
to hear the Good News of the Resurrection. Mention too of the ones active 
in the early church. All important but often overshadowed by the men. 
 
Future Events 
April 2nd   David Gabe 
April 9th    Rev Gert Glasius 
April 16th  What love is this? 
April 23rd  Easter Holiday 
April 30th  Rev Roy Monk 
May 7th    Man of Faith 
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Rotas for April 
 

 
CHURCH FLOWERS  
April 7th  Eileen Wardle  

April 14th Anne Lockley 

April 21st  Easter 

April 28th Irene & Martin Allen 

 

    

SATURDAY STEWARDS COFFEE MORNINGS  
April 6th   Yarn Angels 
April 13th Richard & Linda Parsons      Monday Nighters 

April 20th David Gabe Super Stars 

April 27th Richard O’Connor  Loughborough Town of            

                                                                    Sanctuary 

 
CHURCH STEWARDS 
Mornings  
April 7th      Shade Ojo, Harry Pluntre      
April 14th  Margot Gabe, Victoria Edwards   

April 21st Katie Tebbatt, Pat Moore  

April 28th        Anne Lockley, Peter Taylor       

Evenings     Katie & Michael Tebbatt              
 

 
 

 
Items for the February magazine should be handed into the office  
or sent to edward-atkin@hotmail.co.uk  
by NOON on Sunday 21st April 2019  

mailto:Edward-atkin@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:Edward-atkin@hotmail.co.uk
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Calendar for April 2019 
 
Tues 5th      10-12        Yarn Angels 
Wed 3rd      3.30-6.00   Messy Church 
Thurs 4th     11.00        Forget-me-nots 
Fri 5th  12.45         Luncheon Club 
Sat 6th         6.30 Link Up 
 

Sun 7th       10.45         Family Worship: Home Group 
                    6.00 Evening Communion Service: 
  Rev David Butcher 
 
Sun 14th     10.45 Palm Sunday Family Worship:  
  Luke 19: 28-44 
  6.00 Palm Sunday Evening:  
  Joint Free Church Choir  

 
Holy Week Prayers: Monday – Saturday at 7.45 am 

followed by breakfast 
 

Tues 16th    10-12       Yarn Angels 
                   12.45       Lunchtime Concert:   
Thurs 18th   11.00       Forget-me-nots 
 
Sun 21st       9.00 Easter Morning Breakfast 
 10.45       Easter Morning Family Worship with 

Communion: Luke 24: 1-12 
 6.00        Easter Day Evening Service: 
  Luke 24 13-35 
     
Lunch break is closed Tuesday & Wednesday 

 
Fri 26th        12.45            Luncheon Club            

      

Sun 28th      10.45      Family Worship: Rev Graham Dunn 
                      6.00      Evening Worship: Romans 7: 7-20 
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